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ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE 


Reader. 


Courtcons Reader, 
A S I cannot expoCt > 
"In; 
LY: thy T banks , Jo's 
, need not fear thy Cenſurs 
for the Publication of- 


| theſe Meditations. For by 


a 4 the 


the forwardneſs of the 
Book-ſeller to promote 


thine (I hope ) as well as | 


his own profit, they paſſed 
the Preſs altogether with- 


out my knowledg ; and be- 


fore I recervedihe leaſt In- | 
timation of any ſuch De- | 


ſen, they were by him 


preſented to me intirely 


Printed, deſiring my atte- | 


hatin of their L egitima- 


} 


cy. To prevent therefore. | 
thy doubt and ſuſpicion. | 
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touching their true Au- 
thor, 1 do from good and 


manifold Ewvidences aſſure 


thee, they are the genu- 
mnetbough* early off-ſpring 
of that Reverend Perſon 


whoſe name 1s prefixed to 


them. In his L ordſhips 


life-time 1 have often 


beard him mention, not 
only in general this T ra- 
cate, as one of bis Firſt 
Theological Eſſays; But 
likewiſe in particular, - his 
Pre- 


PP reſenting 


* Mrs. Nixon thereof " 


of Oxon. 
a Pius 


and Charitable * Gentle- 
woman , who by an holy 
ations of ber name- 


ſake Joanna in the E- 


wangeliſt, did miniſter 


unto Chriſt of ber Sub. 


Rance, by liberal Gifts to 


bis Preachers and-Poor- 
From this Copy fairly 
written with the 'Anthors 


7; band, and prefaced 


ith 


with a ſhort paper of Ver- 
ſes to that his Friend, 
were they Printed by the 
Stationer. And Jos the 
Deceaſe of my Faiber, 
and bis only 

Brother * Reva 
£ both with- jay. © 

in the com- | 
paſs of two Mons P 
two Copies of the ſame 
came into my Poſſeſſion ; 
amongſt each of their Pa- 
pers, one : Both the fruit 


as 


as of the Heat and. 
Head, fo of the Hand 
too of the Anthor, ex- 
atly agreeing together, as 
I found upon pernſal of 
twem ; and (as far as 
my Aemory can afſit 
me, abſent from my St1t- 
dy in comparing them_ 


fully according with this 
Third, now made pub- 


lick 


{be firſt Lisping ſa- 
Intes of young Children , 
and 


andthe lat Gaſping Fare- 
wells of dying friends, of 
all words, are wont to 
make mosE deep and las1- 
mg impreſſuons upon us. 
T hat theſe ſhort Medita- 
HONs 2 as of the firit Ju- 
Ae” - Breathings in Di- 
wvinity of that devout Soul 
now with God, may obtain 


like effeftj is the prayer of 
Thy faithful Servant 


London, March EDIV. REYNOLDS. 


1 3 1677. 
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READER. 


His Reverend Author, 

_ of great renown for 
Piety and Learning, 

needs no Letters of Com- 
mendation : For as it was 
ſaid of rivhteous Abel, T hat 
he being dead, yet ſpeaketh , 
Heb. 11. 5. ſo this profound 
and pious Divine yet lives, 
and ſpeaks in his excel- 
lent Works ; wherein he 


hath ſtudied (as the Apoſtle 


_ Ve 


'] 
1 1 
+ 
if 
#1 
: 


To the Reader. 


gave in charge to Timothy ) 
io approve himſelf” a workman 
that needeth not to be aſha- 
med, rightly dividing the 
word of truth, 2 Tim. 2: 15. 

Yet becauſe many eminent 
Writers not only after they 
were dead, but even whilſt 
they were alive, have been 
much abus'd and injur'd by 
furreptitious, or ſuppoſiti- 
fious, at leaſt by 1mperfe& 
Copies of their Works ; 
therefore I thought my {elf 
obliged (as being an ancient 
and intimate acquaintance 
of the worthy Author) to 
vive this Teſtimony to the 


Truth, 
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To the Reader. 


© Truth, viz. That theſe en- 
© ſuing Meditations concerning 
© Saint Peters Fall and Rifrng, 
Z are the genuine iflue of the 
2 Head-labours, and Heart-la- 
2 bours of the Author, whoſe 
2 name they bear, and whole 
* ſtile they reſemble as face in 
Z water anſwers face, 
Sic oculos, ſic ille ma- 
h ans, ſic ora ferebat. 
2 Neither do they only re- 
; ſemble his ſtile (which is 
2 much of an evidence to be 
= his) bur they are printed ac- 
: cording to his own Original 
mes, Theſe Med:tatie 


: ! ons were pen 'd and ſent (as 
%, h 2 


To the Readey: 


a New-years Gift) to one - 


of his ancient Friends 1n 
Oxford, much about that 
time, when he wrote thoſe 
two Learned Treatiles , 
One of the Paſſrons and 
Faculties of the Soul of 
Man. The other, of Medi. 
tations of the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper. 

When he was Fellow 


of Merton-Colleds , Oxon, 


his pregnant Gifts and 


Graces ſhined forth even. 


in his younger years. How 
well he hath improv'd his 
time not -only in his elder 
years, but in his younger 


alſo, 


To the Reader. 
alſo , his Learned Labours 


declare, publiſhe for the 


reat benetit of the Church 


of God. This conltderation 


deſerves ſuch a ſpecial re- 
mark of Honour to be fixt 
upon him, as to perpetuate 
his bleſſed memory to po- 
Kerity, and ro remain for 
the living as a ſignal pattern 
worthy of imitation. 

It's obſervable,that in his 


preaching and writing (as 


the Wiſeman chargeth 
What ſoewer his hands found 


to do, he did it with all hjs 


might, Fccleſ.g.10. He was 
luch a Preacher as the ſame 


*y Wilſe- 


To the Reader. 


Wiſeman mentions, The. 
Preacher ſouaht to find out® 


acceptable w ord e and that 
which was ie was up: 
_, .  right,ewven words 
oe ietde Of truth, Eccleſ 
Fa 4, 10. Devi, 
ps {laid ro Araunah, 
when he would have given 


him irecly Oxen for Burnt- 


Sacrifice, T will ſurely buy 


it of hs + prece, neither 


will I offer Burnt- offerings 
nto the Lord my God which 
doth coſt me nothing, 2 Sam. 
3. 34- I's abundantly CVI- 
dent, that this eminent 
Freacher and Writer be- 


ſtowed, 


nth... 


- 


Ra) | ns A, fa FLY 
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To the Rearer, 


. towed much pains and 


itndics in whatever he 
Preacht or Printed. His 
Works finell off the Lamp, 
and of indefatigable 11- 
duſtry. I ſhall add no more 
concerning the Author. wo” 


cauſe I cannot ſay cnous 


of his deferts: And RR 
layings are vulpar, Nemo 
oituperat Herenlem, Ex pede 


Herculem. 


The Subjze& of theſe 
Meditations 1s Petcr's Fall 


and Riſing. One thing 15 


added in Saint M. ih . 


which 15 not mention d in 


the other three F 1/7 m_— 


b " ifts 


3 


To the Reader, 


liſts: For it's ſaid, And 
when he thought thereon, 
he wept, If we peruſe the 
Oriovinal word, we ſhall 
find that he caſt ſomerhing 
over his head ( as Mour- 
ners and Delinquents us'd 
to do when they were a- 


ſham'd to be. 


OO a ſeen), and fo 
em Ca 'nuy AGE 4 
TS] © CMKLAA- Theophylact N- 
ey Ty ; 
— — rel prets the 
place. Peter 


denied ſhametully, and 


therefore he wept bitter- 


ly. Great Sins will coft. 


od 


even Cod's deareſt Chil- 
dren great and bitter fſor-: - 
rows} 


To the Reader. 


rows. We might add more 


Inſtances of David, Mary 
Magdalen, Paul, Lee: But 
this inſtance of Peter is 4 
{ufficient evidence. 

It's a ſaying of Tuſtin 
Martyr, That it's beſt of all 


' not to fr in: and next.to amend 


upon the puniſhment. But 
who of any underſtanding 
would therefore break his 
head, becauſe he hopes to 
"alt a good Medicine to 
cure it ? The Ules which we 
ought to make of this In- 
itance of Peter, are menti- 
on'd by Saint Paul, Thor 

handeſt by Fn, be not 


Fl hols 
f <.5 


To the Reader. 


high minded, but fear, Rom. 
10. 20. Wherefore let him 
that thinketh he flanderh, 
take heed leſt he fall, x Cor. 


to. 12. What St. Auſtine 


ſaid of David , may be 
well applied particularly 
unto our ſelves, Let ſuch 
Audiant qui non (lairh he) W110 
ceciderunt ne Ca- have not fallen, 
dant, qui Cecicerunt : 

ut ſurgant. Non C4- hear, and take 
dent exemplum pro- heed of fa II Z ng ky 
»onttur, ſed fi ceci- =; < 
deris, nets. ſuch a5 hawe 
Auguſt. in Pſalm fallen, let them 


8 F- : « 
: hear and ri fe 


again, Here 1s not froprem. 


ded an exainple of fat ling, 


Ont an example of Yi mo Fl 


( 1177 


Fa? 


aa, 


To the Reader. 
gain after falling. 

This Treatile ( though 
ſhort) 15 pithy and ſolid, 
and contains the quinteſ= 
ſence of good invention , 
and found judgment , 
( which are the two parts 
of Logick.) It may be 
compar'd to an Ill;ad ina 
Natihell , or to a Map 
deſcribing in a little com- 
paſs of paper, a large 
Country, which 15s con-= 
tain'd in a few {1gnificant 
words; and the Motto 
ma” be - 


Pondere non numero. 
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To the Reader. 

The ſame Renowned 
Author hath preacht many 
Excellent and Elaborate 
Sermons upon that Myſte- 
rious Prophecy of Zacha. 
riah. And likewiſe he hath 
preacht many profound 
Sermons upon leveral Ca- 
ſes of Conſcience: Both 
which he hath unfolded 
with great dexterity of 
zudoment ; many whereof 
I my ſelf (with others far 
better able to judg) have 
heard him preach (about 
twenty and {ix years ſince) 
1n Oxford, both to admirati- 
on and fatistacGion, 

It's 


To the Reader. 


Its much to be defird 
and hoped that it may be 
obtain'd for the publick 
vood , that the Reverend 
and Learned Doctor his 
only ſurviving Son , who 
doth Pairiſſare, C to whom 
may be applied that of the 
Poet, 


Uno avulfo, non deficit 
alter 


Aurens, 9» femil; frondeſcit 


V ir oa metallo. 


Virg. ) 


Would be prevail'd withal 


ro print thoſe Elaborare 
| Ser 


To the Reader. 


Sermons, which (queſtion- 
lefs ) will mach conduce to 
the publick good of the 
Church of God. 

In the mean time let us 
be thankful unto God who 
hath given ſuch Gifts and 
Graces unto men,and let us 
make the beſt improvement 
of them whilſt we have 
them;and let nz (according 
to our Sayiours example ) 
Work the works of hint that 
fent us, while it is day: the 
2ight ' cometh when no man 
can work , Joh. 9.4 

T ſhall nor detain thee 
CReader ) any longer in a 

PI'C- 


To the Reader. 


preliminary diſcourſe from 
reading thele choice Medi- 
rations. Thy profiting by 
them is as well deſired for 
thee, as for him, who 
dceiires thy Prayers, and re- 
mains thy, ſervant fs Chriſts 


{a ke, 


JAlarch Z 3, H [a 
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TE IODINE Coane 2. - = 
T O 
My Good Friend 
Mrs. NI XSON. 


T-* Se aſon 1s of Foy, the Gift of Tears + 
This ſeems 4 diſcord unto conmon Cars, 
But he that makes the ficrceſt wolf 19 Beep, 
Aud feed in frieniſotp with the we theſt ſheep, 
Unites remoreſt paffiors, «n4 can bring 
wars of comfort from griefs bittcy ſpring? 
The Follieſt Baltafer o# earth may borrow 
Truefoy of bim whs ſecms 6'rewheln'd in ſorrows 
Begin the Year, and paſs it in ricſe Tears, 
They't yield you joy againſt your ercateſt fears. 
And kindly entertdin jour $007 friends thrift, 
A Renew'd Peicr, jor & Ney-jeiri-gifte 


Your true Friend, 


IMPRIMATUR 


Hic liber,cui titulus (Me-. 
ditations on the Fall , 


EX. ) 


G. Fane ED tew | 
Epiſ. Lond. a Sacris Do- 


meſt. 
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MEDITATIONS 
ON THE 


Fall and Riſing 


"PETER. 
MEDITAT. I. 


Ride and Preſumpti- 
on have been ever, 
as well in the pod- 
ly as in the wicked, 

the forerunners of a Fall. 

” . The firſt man, Adam, the 

B firſt 


Medlitations on 


firſt Apoitle, Peter, both fell | 
by theſe. Had P08 oven | Y- 
leis ear to the proud PEr- 6 
{waſion of a weak Sex, and 
Peter to the prefumptions 
of a weak Conti:dence, the 
one had not plung'd his 
pokerity into a depth of 
wretchedneſs:nor both,them- | 
{ſelves into a depth of for- 
row. High conceits and rc- 
{olntions built on fthallow. 
ground,can promite nothing 
bur ruin on the hcad of 
him that rais'd them. 


M E D. 


the fall of Peter. 


ME P, IL 


Hat can we expect 
from Peier but a ttl- 
ple denial oi his Maſters 
perſon amonegtt his encmies, 
who dares even to his own 
face make a double denial 
of his Truth ? He that will 
adventure to deny the truth 
of Chriſts Word, will quick- 
ly upon temptation deny the 
profeſſion of his Truth. Tox 
all (\aich Chriſt ) ſhall be ofc 


fended becauſe of me this 


zight, Nay, Lord, anſwers 
Pet rer. though all, yet never 
B 2 E 


"nn 
| 1b 
Wy 
wil 8" 4 


Meditations on 
fl T. Yes, Peter, thou more than 
/1 any : for this very niobt thou 
Mi ſhalt thrice deny me. O no 
\# Lord, I know mine own 
[i | ſfirength, I am fo confident 
"ig of my love unto thee, that 
ff neither like nor death can 
41d. ſeparate me from 1t. I have 
i a {word in my hand, and I 
mr have a ſword in my mouth; 
1M. my Blade and my Protetl1- 


on ſhall: both follow thee 
unto death. Peter hath not 


li 'et learn'd, not to contra- 

| di& his Maſter, though once 

( he got nothing but a Satar 

'N for it. It is not one either re- 

it buke or diſgrace, can rot 

#1 ap 
j 


the Fall of Peter. 6 
up the untowardnels of a 
corrupt diſpoltition, Weak 
man ! ſeeſt rhou not how 
thou haſt already begun to 
deny thy es and even 
then haſt enter'd HPON A _rC- 
volt, when thou {eemeſt moſt 
tortificd and conſtant in thy 
refolution © That man de- 
nies kim, who demes Ins 

Vord, he being no ITonger 

Chriſt than] he 15 true, Why 
then {houldefſt chou cither di- 
ruſt thy Maſters word , 
Which ar, thee, that all 
fhould be offended © or eiſe 
have any {ach confident Pre- 
{imption of thine own 
Þ 2 ſtrength, 


Meditations on 


6 


ſtrength , or uncharitable 
conceit of thy ficllows weak- 
neſs, as to believe his predi- 
CON Fogening their talling, 
and vet think he was de- 
ceiv d 1n 7 gs wWHhRO art Pe- | 
remptory and confident of 
thine own ſtanding © That 
God which out of truce weak- 
neſs hath ordained ſtrength, 
doth here ont of preſumed 
ſtrength forctc] weakneſs : 
and as he can make the 
mouths of babes and ſnck- 
Iinos to confeſs him, fo can 
he ſaffer the mourh of an 
Apoſtle, a Peter, to deny 
tim. Shewing in both the 


the F all of Peter. - 


dependance as well of ſtrong 
as of weak on his Goodneſs: 

The ſftrongeit Apoſtle being 
not able without his ſuſtai- 
NINg-grace tO conie\(s him ; 
and with it, the weakeſt in- 
tant in the ſtreet betny en- 
abled to cry Hoſanna unto. 
him. 


3 Meditations on 


MEP, I. 


' Cannot be {o uncharitable 
as not to believe, That 1c 
was Peters Faith and Love 
which made unto Chritt rhis 
promile of perſeyerance in 
his profeſſion : ſuch fruit and 
{weertneſs had he found in 
thoſe words of eternal lite, 
ſuch power in that Son 
of the living God , thar he 
could not but think it blel- 
ſedneſs to follow and enjoy 
his foctety even unto death, 
who was able to {weeten and 
{anctifie death it eli. But 
bc- 


the Fall of Peter. 9 


behold, in the fame ſoul,nay 
in the ſame action,a mixture, 
[ had almoſt laid a predomi- 
nancy.ot taith and fleſh! The 
detire and the purpole come 
from faich, the confidence 
and relolution came trom 
fejh. Selt-depcndance, Pride, 
or any other carnal aftecti- 
on which is more deeply 

rooted 1n the particular na- 
' ture of any man, do viten 
intermix themielves in his 
molt holy actions, It was 
taith thatc made Peter 99 
| down upon the \Vater, bur ir 
was ficih thac made him be- 
gin to {fink :; Caith made him 


ZClie 


10 Meditations on 


zealous in Chriſts Cauſe,bu: . 
fleſh drew hls {word at Mal. : 
chus his ear:. Faith made. 


him follow Chriſt, but fleſh 


made him tollow afar off : 


Faith made him accompany 
Chriſt to the garden,but fleſh 


made him fleep when he 


ſhould have forrowed : Faith 
made kim promiſe perleve- 
rance, but fleſh made him 
PEremptory in that promiſe : 
ina word, Faith made him re- 
ſolute to conte(s , but fleſh 


to. contradict his Maſter. 


Vows and Promiſes uncon- , 
ditionally addretled, cannot | 


but prove dangerous to the 
ſtron- 


the Fall of Peter. IT 
ſtrongeſt Faith. God muſt 


> L mma 
o 


* frſt give us perſeverance, be- 
e fore we can promuile it; It 1s 
h' not in our power, though it 


' be our duty to periorm it, 
y Though Peter may in the 
1 - yertue of Chriſts promiſe be 
e | ſure notto fall into Hell, he 
bh cannot in the vertue of his 
-, own promile be lure not to 
a - fall into temptation ; though 
: he can be ſecurc that Faith < 
-  ſhal] have the laſt victory ; 
1 yet he cannot that it ſhall 
have every viiory : though 
-, 1t cannot die and be finally 
t, dried up, yet it may ebb, and 
e  languihh ; and though eveg 
now 


12 Meditations on 


now it can look undaunted- 


a 


ly on the nails of a Crols, yet '« « 


preicntly 1t may be altrigh- 


red at the voice of a Maid. 


He only that hath given 
fairh unto 1s, can give lie 
and ation unto our faith, 
Qhrift 1s both the quickner, 

and the objzcct ot our Fairh, 
"a whole power it workcth, 


and on whoſe merits it rely. 


eth. VWWhen tie therefore is 
pleas'd to remove and with- 
draw Inmſelt, Faich muſt 
geeds be there nnoperative, 
where both irs Object and its 
Mover 1s abtent, As we can= 
not {ee the Sun but by the 


" 


the Fall of Peter. 12 


light of the Sun, 1o neither 
© can we believe in Chriſt bur 
OY the Grace of Ch it. ho 
can wonder that the outward 
parts of the body fnould be 
benum'd and ſtupid, when 
the {pirits and animal vertucs 
which ſhould enliven them. 
have retir'd themſelves? Lord! 
let me never barely promile, 


. bur let me withal pray unto 


thee; and let ever my pur- 
poſe to die for thee, be fecon- 
ded with a tupplication tha: 
I may not deny thee ; whoa 


RY 


ever [| have an arm of con{fi- 


> 


dence to |ititup in defence of 
chyTruth, let me have a knee 


4 
# 4 


v 


14 | Meditations on by 
oi humility to bow down be- 
fore thy Throne : Lord,give 2 
me what I may promiſe, and 
I will promiſe what thou re- 
quireſt. 


the Fall of Peter. 16 


MED. IV. 


a” \w Q@ 


Ere not the other Dil- 

ciples taught trom the 

{ame holy mouth © did they 
not with the fame holy faith 
reccive what they had been 
taught © Why then ſhould 
| Peter give credit to the word 
' of Chriſt lo far as concern'd 
; their weakneſs, and yet di- 
ſtruſt it in the preſumption of 

his own ſtrength? What 

- though he be the chief in 
) following his Maſter, may 
he not as well be t:- chief 
n talling from him? Þ[ n=- 
ver 
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1G Meditations on 
wa knew a priority of Or- | 
der priviledg'd with a pre- 
cedence of Grace. Yet {uch bh 
3s the nature of Greatneſs, 
that it conceits it {elt ſecure 

irom danger,and apprehend: |: ; 
ipiritual 1mmunity 1n tem- |; 
poral honour. How errone- |* 
ous 18 the trailty of mans na- 
rure ! How ready to cruſt ® 
upon an arm of fleſh, confi- K 
dence, tree-will, ſupremacy, |! 

even againſt divine _— 
ons of danger, and thinks it Þ 


areal or _— of its weakneb| l. 
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MEAPE-Y, 


NE would have thought 
that Peter upon the 


= noiſe of a denial, ſhould have 


©; begun to tremble, and not to 


=} boaſtztoarm,and not to pre- 
= ſume;to luſpeR his Ntrength, 
2 and not promile it : But that 
-Þ7 a double warning thonld 
> find a double preſumption, 


would make a man confident 


tE to expect an invincible re- 


= ſolution; and believe that 


)þ cven naked and empty na- 
5 ture,. being {0 deeply enga- 


8 ged, wW ould have, it not cou- 
'S | ra iQ, 
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rage, yet ſhame enough to 
perliſt in fuch a purpoſe, 

which being broken, could WM. 
not but infer the diſcredit 
not only of a weak, but of M_ 
an inconſtant ſpicic ; more #7 
faithleſs in the execution of |; 
a promiſe, more impotent in 
its contempt of dearth, than 
could well ſtand with the 
honeſty or courage of a Pe- 
ter. Burt it is the juſtice of Þ 
God to give over nature to 
fantings and falls, when it 
relyes upon it ſelf ; and to 
make him fear the leaſt aſ- | 
fault, who hath not arm'd 6. 
himſelt with that which ; 
ſhould PF 
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the fall of Peter: 19 
ſhould defend him againſt 


{ the greateſt. One tear or 
J ſigh, though emblems of 
! weakneſs, could more have 


f previ gi ſtrengthen Pe- 
| ter's Faith, than ſo many 


L > fruitleſs boaſts, the o11dings 


by and fouriſhings of a rotten 


confidence. A little Peble- 


E ſtone will overturn and ſink 


# down a Goliah , when all 
” the Armor of $ od will rather 


F ' cumber than profit in ſuch a 


ij j conflict, 
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MED. VI. 


Reat Promiſes require 
oreat cares; and he who 

hath deeply engag'd himſelf 
in any ſervice, muſt needs be 
elther very vigilant, or very 
faithleſs. How 1s it then that 
after ſo many promiſes I find 
Peter ſleeping even then 


when his Maſter 15 ſweating? 


and that thar Garden ſhould 
be the bed of ſo ſecure a 


reſt, which was the Theater | 


of {o exquiſite and unimita- 
ble an anguiſh ? Can he fol.- 
low Chriſt a whole night to 


his | | 


— uY 


"©. Rn OG. HR” OE On ART” A TWO =ar; 


—y 


the Fall of Peter. 21 


his Judgment, that' cannoy 
watch one hour for his;com- 
fort ? can he command his 
life to be laid down for 
Chriſts Truth , that cannot 
# command his cyes to be the 
E witneſſes of his ſorrow ? (vo 
h long as we are out of the 
| view of danger,we can make 
large promiſes of aur 
ſtrength to bear it; but when 


> once it draws near, and 


| creeps upon us, we begin to 
look with another colour 
both on it and our ſelves, 
and become cither deſperate- 
ty teartul, or ſupinely' tu- 
pid, Fike untoward and for- 
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ME D. VII. 


Cannot wonder that Pe- 
ter ſhould tall off, beinz 
tempted, who 1s already, 
chough nnqueſtion'd, fo far 
behind; that he ſhould trem- 
ble at the terror of Dearh, 
who cannot endure the trou- 
ble of a Watch. He muſt 
learn more to deny himlelt, 
before he can take up thus 
Croſs. The nights of a re- 
lolved Martyr, muſt be {pent 
2 inthe ſtadics of patience,not 
g in lecurity and ca{e; he muſt 
& Grſt be a perfecutor of him- 
C4 {el I 
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ielt, and exerciſe a holy cru- 
clty on bis own fleſh, i 
cracifying the Tufts thereof | 
before he can be able tof 
overcome the wit, and moſt mb 
exquiiite inventions of rfl 
to: MCntors, 1n a holy and nn-| 
Cauntcd patience. The Soul 
muſt be firſt rais'd unto Hea. 
ven, beiore the body can be 
willing to go Cown into theÞ. 
earth. Had Petcr watch'dÞ 
and accompanied his Maſter, 
he might have recerv'd fur-! ? 
ther encouragement in his | 
reto! ution to die for him,and® 
carn'd from the extremity | ks. 
of his anguith, it not to hate 
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Iife, which could make a man 
jubjze& to ſuch exprelslels 
lorrow; yet ar leaſt willing- 
ly to embrace the preſent 
opportunity of gloritying 


is God by a conſtant death ; 
even for this reſpe@, that 


2 ther eby he might be treed 


® trom the capacity and danzer 


ot thole afthictions, which he 


he. ihould there have ſeen fleſh 


and blood Iyable unto. Of 


how many precious occaſi- 


' ons of good does the too 


great love of our fleth and 


197 eaſe deprive us ? Every man 


would love God more, it he 


te could be more our of love 


, TN with him(iclt. MED. 
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ME DP. VIIE. 


[| Cannot expe& other, but 
that he ſhould follow © 
Chriſt afar off, who goes 
ſleepily after him ; nor can. 

E hope tor courage from his | ", 
crongue, whole teet begin ©} 
to * th to play the Cowards, | 
Iris not likely that he will! 
come near Chriſt in Gol 
tha, that follows him afar! 
alf i in the ſudgmenr-hall :| 

it he be unwilling to ſceml 
his, he will be quickly rea-|/ 


dy to deny him. Bchold the! 
be-: 


the Fall of Peter. 27 


beginnings of Peter's backſli- 
| ding in his very following 
” of Chriſt! To follow him 
>” indced is a work of Faith ; 


bur to follow afar off, 1s no- 
thing elſe but by lictle and 
little ro go back from him. 
See how the preparations 
unto Peter's fall ſecond each 
other, Aiter fleeping, he 
tollows atar off ; and from 
that,he comes to ſhtiog (tl; 
and that not in private to 
pray or repent, but in pub- 
Iick ro warm himſelf at that 
fire, where his Conſcience, 
though not ſcared, was yet 
made more hard. He which 


Pre- 


: "ws 
V,, [ }. 
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prefers the heat of a fire, 
compaſicd in with the bla. 
phemics of wicked men 
(the neareſt pattern that 
can be of Hell) to the {weet 
ſociety of his Saviour, with 7 
the diſcommodity of a cold 
air, and an enſuing Judg- | 
ment, -cannot be far trom 
denying of him. That man 
whom the enjoying of any | 
remporal benefit, or the 
opportunity of any lenſual Þ 
and worldly delight, can 
induce to forlake thc 
company of Chriſt, (who | 
15 ever preſent Iu his = 
Ordinances) is at the next : 
door Þ 
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door (it occaſion were 
given ) to Apoſtacy and 
backſhiding. 


Meditations 97 


ME D. IX. 
HE Devil hath a king þ 


of method and colour 


of modeſty in his Tempta- 
tions. He knew that it 7. 
would not fort with the 


Holineſs of Peter, to ſhoot 
at the firſt a ftery dart to- | 


wards him, and tempt him 
in the very beginning of his 
onfer, unto a_perjur'd and | 
blaſphemous denial of his | 
Maſter. Peter would have 
at the firſt trembled at fo | 
tcarin] a ſuggeſtion. And |! 


there- ©: f \ 


* 


the Fall of Peter. gu 


| 7 therefore, like a cunning 
2 Captain , he fo ranks and 


> muſters up his forces, as that 


” the firſt Temprarion (hall 


: like weaker Soldiers make 
way tor the latter, which 
are the old experienced and 


7 ſturdy fighters; the former 
© ſerve only to weaken Peter, 
> the latter to overthrow him. 


At the firſt the Dewl 
' tempts us to ſmall ſins, to 
remit ſomething of our won- 
ted vigor, co indulge a little 
' unto our corrupt deſires, to 


- unbend our choughts, 2nd 


* to ſlacken our pace in prole- 


' cution of good courſes, that 


by 
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by cooling our ſelves we may | 


be able to hold out the ber. 


ter ; but when he hath 
drawn us thus far, he hath | 
gotten the advantage of us; 


"4 


6 
- 
'# 


and having a door open, lets if 


in his more ugly and horrid | 
Temprations. Sin hath its 
ſeveral ages and growths ; 
firſt, it 1s but conceity'd and: - 


ſhap d in the womb of Con- |. 


cupiſcence;then It 15 nouriſh- 
ed and given ſuck by the 
embraces and delights of | 
the Will , as of a Nurſe : 
then laſtly, it grows into a| 
ſtrong man , and doth of i it þ 
ſelf run up and down our | 

eel | 
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little World, invade all the 
faculties of Soul and Body, 
2 which are at laſt made the 
| inſtruments of Satan to at 
> and fulfill it. - Satan at the 
> firſt leads us downward to- 
1” wards Hell, as it were, by 
| ſteps and ftairs, which 
; though they 20 lower and 
1 Jower, yet we {cem ſtill ro- 
-\ have firm footing, and co be 
- |: able to go back art plc aſure : 
©» But at laſt we find, as the 
f way more and. more flippe= . 
; | ry, ſo the enemy ready at 
af hand to puſh ns down into 
It! a dungeon of unrecoverable 
Ir” miſery, did not Gods mercy 
ce Þ D pluck 


34 Meditations on 


pluck us as a brand out of 
the fire- Peter firſt ſleeps | 


only, that ſeemed the exi- 
gence of his nature; then he 


followed afar off, that hap- | 


ly was pretended to be onl 


the drowſineſs of his fleep- / 


ing ; then he fits down at 
the ſire, and that was but 
the coldneſs of the air:: But 
then comes denying, ſwear- 
Ing, curling 3 and had not 


Chriſt in time looked back 


upon him, the next ſtep 
and regrels, would have 
reach'd unto the jaws of 
Hell. But 1t was the great 
Wildom and Mercy of Chriſt 


to 


I ans FAY hd 
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to honour the eſtate of his 
1gnominy and reproach, his 
; death and judgment, with 
two of his greateſt Miracles, 
The aſſuming of a repentant 
\ Thief, and the re-aſſuming 
ot a revolted Dilciple. 
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36 


WED * |. 


T is no wonder if Peter + ; 
be tempted to forſake his  , 
Maſter, when he 1s far off | | | 
from him. How can he chuſe | f 

| bur ſtumble and fall, who \, 
| hideth himſelf trom the Sun x 
oi Righteouſneſs, who + 
abſenr from the L ioht of thi 4 n 
World, who wanders out of 2 
the way ot Life, who is be- 95 
yvond rhe voice of that word a 
of Truth which only ſfuccor- a 
eth, direcieth, cadeth, IN- FH 
ftirugerh im Holineſs and |, p 

; SECU- 
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Security ? He which teſtifi- 
-- eth his Faith by following, , 
and yet lays open his fleſh 

' and weakneſs by tollowing 
afar off, ſhall be ſure to 
meet with ſuch an enemy as 
hates our Faith, and there- 
fore takes advanrave by our 
weaknels to oppoſe it. Our 
Faith provokes him to enm1- 
ty, for he is adverſary to 
none {o much as thoſe that 

| are ont of his power; and 
our weakneis invites him to 

| an aflhult, for he trembles 
and flies from oppoſition. 

- Had Peter abode in the com- 
| . pany of his Lord, Satan 
- D 3 would 


38 Meditations on 


would not have dar'd to 
tempt him unto a Triple. | 


denial 1a the preſence of ſuch _ 


a power, whence he had for- 
merly received ſuch a Triple- 
overthrow, having been him. 
ſelf broken with thoſe 
ſtones, and hurled down 
from that Pinacle and 
Mountain, in which he 
thought on have batter'd 
and broken in pieces the 
Salvation of the World by 
the overthrow of its Savi- 
our. Or 1f perhaps he 
would have been fa im- 
pudent, or fo yenturous, as 
co thruſt into the preſence 

O! 
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7 of his Maker , and before 
- him to iſſue forth his Temp- 


; tations ; yet this advantage 


ſhould Peter have had, that 


| he ſhould have been direQ- 


ed with more light, and al- 


| ſiſted with greater ſtrength 


to reſiſt ſo impudent an al- 
ſfaulc ; his Faith haply ſhould 
bave been confirmed, though 
his adverſaries malice had 
not been abated. And we 
know the Devil never over- 
comes any, that 1s not firſt 
overcome of himſelf. What 
danger 1s there in fighting, 
where, there 15 no danger of 
jtalling 2 or what difference 
D 4 1s 


40 Meditations on 
1s there between an unop- 


pos'd ſecurity, and an aflaul. ' 


red ſirength, ſave that this 
15 more glorious, the other 
no whit the more late? He 
15 not tar trom Satans temp- 
rations, who belonging to 
Chriſt, 1s yet far off from his 
preſence and ailiftance.None 
nearer the fury of a ſtrong 
and bloody malice, than a 
weak and ſtrazling enemy. 
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ME D. XI. 


[ Never read of more dan- 
gerous falls in the Saints, 
\ - than were Adams, Lots, 
; © Sampſons, Davids, Solomons 
> and Peters; and behold in 
; all theſe, either the firſt In- 
z ticers, or the firſt Occaſion- 
ers are Women, A weak 
Creature may be a ſtrong 
Tempter ; nothing too im- 

. potent or ulelels for the De- 
vils {ervice. We know it is 
the pride of Satan to imitate 

- God ; As God magnifies his 
power 
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power in- bringing ſirength | 


out of weaknels, ſo doth the 
Devil labour ro gain the 


glory of a ſtrong enemy, by | 


the ruinating of a great Saint 
with the Tempration of a 


weak Sex. Nor 1s he here. | 


3nN more apiſh than cunning: 


for the end of the Devils | 


conflicts 15 the deſpair of his 
enemy. He gets 7udas to be- 
tray his Maſter, that he may 
after get him ro hang him- 
ſelf. And he hath the ſame 


end in Peter's Denial, which 


he had in Fudas his Treaſon. 
Now what 1s there that can 
more draiy a man to Deſpair, 

than 
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than an apprehenſion of 
reatneſs in his fin? and 
what tall greater, than to be 


| foiled by a Queſtion by a 


Maid? What could more 
aggravate Peter's fin , than 
that the voice of . Maid 
ſhould be ſtronger to over- 
come him, than the Faith in 
a Jeſus to ſuſtain him ? The 
Devil tempts us, that he 
may draw us unto fin; but 
he tempts us by weak In- 
{truments, thar he may draw 
us unto deſpair. 


: 
Thee 
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MED. XII: 


Oman was the firſt 

Sinner ; and behold 
in the two greateſt falls, and 
moſt immediate denials of 
God, Adam's, and Peter's, 
Woman 1s made the firſt 
Tempter. So much as any 
one 1s the Devils ſlave to 
ſerve him, ſo much is he his 
Inſtrument to atliſt fin, A 
Sinner will be preſently a 


Tempter, 


MED. 


1 


= nk pu ap... 


the Fall of Peter. as 


M E D. XIE. 


Eter hath no {ſooner de- 
nied his Maſter, but he 
d goes out farther from him. 
}f See what a concord there 1s 
between our Members in 
| finning ! how the attion of 
y the Foot bears witacls to the 
o . apoſtacy of the Tongue | 
s But why ſhould Peter get 
\ him out for fear of an At- 
2  tachment, and tarther Exa- 

mination, having already by 

his Sonia clear'd himſelf, 
), and (tor ought he ces) ſa- 
tisfied 
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tisfied his adverſary ? Surely 


there is no ſecurity to be | 
expected from the denial of 


our Lord. He which thinks 
ro gain eaſe by finning, mil. 
ſeth of his end, and ſhall 
be more ſaid after he 
hath clear'd himſelt by A- 
poſtacy, than he was before, 
'Tis nor the way to avoid 
the ſtorms of danger, by 
making ſhipwrack of a good 
Conſcience; and to free our 
{elves from the hands of 
men, by running upon the 
wrath of God. He which 
hides himſelt in the hedg of 


wickedneſs from danger , 


ſhall 
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ſhall meet with a Serpent 


inſtead of ſafety; and (hall 


be ſo much the more ſuſpt- 


*cious of other mens tury 


and perſecution , by how 


much the more he 1s (enlible 


that he hath deſerv'd ir. 
Peter fate boldly amongſt 
them while he was in dan- 
ger; he hath no ſooner made 


his Apology,but he 1s gone 


ſtraight. The ſame that be- 
tell Peter here in denying 
his dependance on his Sa- 
viour, did once betall Ada 
in denyins the Truth of 
his Maker ; the next news 
which you hear of them, is 
their 
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their flight, their fear. Sin 
1s ever deceitful, and pays 
nothing leſs than what it 
promiſeth. The firſt thin 
that ever painted it” ſelf 
was S1n. | 


ME D. XIV 


S the nature of Woman 


more 1nquititive, or more ' 


malignant, thar amoneſt {o 
many other lervants, a Wo- 


' man ſhould begin the ſecond 
accuſation ? The Devil will 


double a weak Temptation, 
it it have proved proſperous; 
and looks rather to the iſſue, 


than to the Inſtruments of 


his aflaults. The firſt Maid 
tempted Peter by queſtion- 


iny him ; this ſecond by ac- 


 culing him to the other Ser- 


wn. 


/-Yallts: 
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vants : trom which latter we f 


may inicr, Th: thoſe who 
are apt. it to Icempr, are 
apteſt -tro Accuſe. Thete 
tewo are the Nevils grand 
Infirumcnts to work the 
11in of Mankind. He firſt 


eemprs a man to fin, andf 
then þe acculcth him ro God | 
And thereiore he hath bothf 
1ames 11 an cqual propriety, |. 


a + empicr, and an Accuſer, 


and theic on all fides. He): 
firſt cempred man ro forſake| 


his Maker, and accuſed hi 


Maker ot degciving man;!' 
uext he rempts God to Juds-! 
Hcnt upon man , by accu-': 


{ing 
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ling man of wickednels to- 


wards God : and [aſtly,after 
he hath tempted any man 
unto fin, he begins to accuſe 
him to his brethren without, 
and his own Conſcience 
within. Ever when thou 
tecleſt an aſlaule, begin to 


fearan accuſation ; and learn 
to prevent theDevils Malice, 
- by reſiſting his Temptation. 


Oe TIS + © IO PEE 
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HEP, XV. 


"> 


# may here fce the 
method of Satan. His 


firſt Temprarion 1s by one 


only M aid , his ſecond by 
many Germany thzr flood by. 


The more weak and naked: 


he finds us, with the greater 
torce he makes upon us; 


uſing his firit aſfaulc to try, 


but his {econd to wound us: 


As in the batters v or breakins!t 
g 


open of a Ciry 'O! 1e Man may 


{erve for a {pic ro watch rhe! 
Gates, to take notice of the,” 


De-; 


tre rail of Peter. &3 


Defences, and to make re- 
lation of the weaknefles or 
force of either ; but when 
they are by his report found 
unable for reliftance, there 
then follows the irruption of 
a whole army, bringing no- 


thing but the thaonts of 


blood and ſlaughter : So is 1t 


with Satan towards our Souls; 


atter he hath ſent one {maller 


; Temptation as a fpie to'ob- 
ſerve our Fortifications, and 
upon the ſucceſs and report 


of it, finds how weak we 


are to withſtand his forces, 
; he then ruthes in upon us 
with a multitude of his arm- 


F. g ed 
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ed and more able ſervants : 
who certainly wonld take 
polietſion of us, and hold us 
In peace as their own,d1d not 
a ſtronger than he come npon 
him, and overcome him, and 


Guide the {poils. 
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ME. XVL. 


/ : 'TE {orm and manner 
of Pcter's {econd iZeni- 


al. 1s (not without {ſpecial 
reaſon as I concerve) diverl- 
ly related. Fn one FEvan- 
ochft the words are, I know 
not the nan ; in another, [ 
am not of their. One would 
think thoſe were vo Dent- 
als. May. not a mai know 
him, vnlcis ho follow im ? 
No. Bcnold a my ftery of 
Faith 112 the fall of Peier. No 

EY man 
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man knows Chriſt unleſs he 
be one of them that follow 
kim, and to whom he hath 
uvaned himſcit, Tf ir had} 
been true, I am not one of 
them, it had been true allo, 
I know not the man. All] 
knowledg conſiſts in mixture 
and union, whereby the un- 
derſianding receiveth into it | 
the 1 image and fimilitude of 
the thing which ir knows ;| / 
which made the Philoſopher . 
ſfay,T hat the Soul in under- 
ſtanding a thing 1s made the 
very thing which 1t under- 
fands ; name]y, m that ſenlc} * 
as we call the Image of the! 
Face 
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Face in a Glaſs, the Face it 
ſelf ; or the Impreſlion in 
\Wax, the Seal it fclt. Now 
then there is no union be- 
rween Chriſt and us, no 
dwelling of him in us, no 
ingrafrure, or incorporation 
of us into him, without thar 
Faith whereby we tollow 
him, which makes us to be 
{o nearly one with him, that 
(in the judgment of the 
Jearned) the name of Chriſt 
13 ſometimes in the holy 
Scriptures taken for the 
Church of Chriſt. And there- 
tore to thoſe that believe, to 
them only he hath given to 
| know. 
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know. Chriſt is not truly ap- 
prehended either by the fan- 
Cy Or the underſtanding. He 
is at once known and pol- 
jels'd. It 1s an Experimental, 
and not a Speculative knows- 
leds that conceives him: 

He underſtands him, that 
teels hm. Woe {ee "IM in 
his Grace and Truth, in his 
Word and Promiſes , not in 
any carnal or groſs preſence. 
Pilate knew him in that man- | 
ner, and Judas, as well as |. 
Peter. A trne Believer can | 
fee and know him better in 
Heaven at the right hand of 
tis Father, by a Sacramental, 
than 


[ 
1 
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than a Papiſt can on the 
Altar, in the Jewiſh and Pi- 
Lite-hands of a Maſs Prieſt, 
by aTranſlubſtantiated bread. 
Let tneir Faith have the afl- 
fiſtance of teeth and jaws 3 
ours, though toothleſs, eats 
him with leſs injury, and 
with more nouriſhment. 
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MED. XVII 


HE encreaſe of the 

Enemies Temptation, 
accumulates unto the Apo- 
ſtles ſin. When Peter is preſ- 
ſed a ſecond time, and with 
more ſtrong oppoſition, he 
conceives a naked and empty 
denial,ro be an 1mplicite con- 
teflion ; and therciore that 
he may make them more 
credulous, he makes himſelt 
more impious; and to gain 
Faith with men, he not on- 
ly denies, but tor{wears his 


Faith 


the Fall of Peter. G1 


Faith with God, making 
Chriſt himſelf the Witnels 


and Patron not only of a Lie, 


but alſo of a Revolr. With 
how deep a die of fin, with 
how many degrees of cor- 
ruption, will the habit of 
Faith conſiſt! That failed 
not Peter, though the exer- 
ciſe thereok were a while 
ſmuther'd and ſuſpended. 
Chriſt's prayer was ſtronger 
to preſerve it, than his de- 
mal to root it out. That 
very action, which it it had 
proceeded from a heart qua- 
Iified with other diſpoſiti- 
ons of ſtubborneſs, malice, 
and 
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and obduration, would have 
been the irremediable fin a- 
gainft the Holy Ghoſt ; was 
in Pejicr, procecding from 


fear and weaknels, the fin of 


a believins and fairhtul 
hearr. How may the Codly 
in this one Fxample both 
learn to delpair of their own 
ſtrenovth,which cannot with- 


out C h:iilt's adiftance uphold | 


them irom {to deep a fall ; 
and not to deſpair of his 
mercy. which can keep Faith 
in a corner of that very 
heart, which lics drench'd 
and weltering 11 its own 
blood; atiid can raile up un- 
0 
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to Martyrdom a man that 
had fo deeply plung'd him- 
{clt into Apoſtacy ! He that 
fuffer'd Fudas to be the hor- 
rid ſubject of his Judgment, 
rais'd Peter irom a tin (I veri- 
ly think) in it felt as great, 
to be the Preacher and Wit- 
neſs of his Mercy. 
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ME PDP. XVII. 


pow leprous and ſprea- 


ding 15s fin ? how weak 

and impotent 15 Nature ? 
how unlatishable and im- 
portunate 13 the Devil and 
his Inſtruments ? A double 
rempration 15 not enough on 
Satans part, after a double 
denial; nor is a double 
denial on Peter's part enough 
— d by a fingle peru- 
The Devil gocs farther 

in Temprins, the poor Iil- 
ciple gocs tarther in Deny- 
Ng: 


k. 
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ing: The truth whereot,chat 
he may the more eatily en- 
torce 1t, he confirms, accor- 
ding to the Law, by two, 
bur thoſe wicked W itnetles ; 
and to a lecond Oath 1s 
there join'd an Execration. 
An Execration ſtrong and 
deep cnough to make Pe- 
ter NO Jar though an Apo- 
: ſtate; 1 mean to' verifie the 
trurh of his derial, and to. 
make him indeed none of 
thole who atone knew their 
? Saviour For it was {i} tne 
word retain here the ſame 
force which it doth in Sc. 
P::1's Epiſtle to the Ro- 


- 
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mans) a carie greater than 
any curſe,even an Anathema, 
a wiſh of eternal ſeparation 
from the preſence of God, 
It is no wonder it he dare 
deny Chriſt in earth, and 
in diſtonour, who can ad. 
ventonre to wilh an eternal 
ablence from him in Hea- 
ven 11 his Giory. I never 
remember any  Anathema 
thar proceeded not from 
f ove and Fcar ; That © 
Mofes and Paul from love 
of the fafety, and fear of 
the SlicuS;on of rheir Bre- 
thren ; that of Peter, irom a 


ioye of himielt, and a fear| 
0! 


ot 


vi 
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of death. How ftrong and 


violent are Paſlions, , whe- 


ther holy or natural, when 
once truly appreh ndire ot 
their obje& : - How lecure 
and negligent can they make 
Peter of his eternal eſtate, to 


avoid perhaps but the dil- 


pleaſure of a mortal man ?. 
It is the miſery and error of 
corrupt nature, to theſter it 
ſelf againſt danget under fin, 
and to think-it felf ſufficts 
ently ſafe, when it 18 violent- 
Iy wicked, + tens 
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ME D. XIX. 


E hath not only deſery'd 


a Curſc, but provok'd 
ir, that hath praycd for it; 
who could but expect the 
Execution after the Petition? 
But behold the mercy. of a 
provoked God! . Though 
Peter have asked a ſtone, 
corner-ſtone ro tall upon 
him, and grind him to pow: 
der, yer lic grycth- him in 


ſtead! 


the Riſeng of Peter. 6&5 


ſtead thereot, the bread of 


| Frernal Life, the wine of 


repentant tears : Thought 
he crayc a Serpent, a fiery 
Serpent to ſting Im for 
ever unto death, yet he like 
I compaſſionate Saviour 
gives him the voice of a 
Cock, the fight of a brazen 
Serpc at to recover his 
wounds. Peter hath provi- 
ded a whole load of {ins 
tor Chriſt ro carry to his 
approaching Croſs; and 
(Chorift hath thrown on hiun 
fuch a burden of Mercies, 
as (hall link him deepcy 


[1 the waters of Repen- 


pr ance 


"JF 
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tance and admiration, than 
he was before in danger. 
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MED. XX. 


NE would think, rhat 

luch a great recovery 
ſhould be effected by the 
hand of {ome glorious Mini- 
ſtry, by the voice of an An- 
oel or a Prophet. Bat lce a 
Miracle in weakneſs! A 
Cock 1s made, as it were, a 
Jobn Baptiſt, to torerun the 


- look of Chriſt,and to preach 


Repentance. Thar God 
which can in power work 
without means, does 1n wil. 
tom make ule of the bateſt. 


F 4 ang 
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and can open the mouth 
of a beaſt tor the converſi- 
on of a man. How care- 
jul ought we to be 1n the 
nſe of Means, when God 
teldom worketh without 
ticm 2 How humble in the 
nle of Praycr, when the 
Mc2ns work not without 
God? The ordinary cour- 
{= of nature, the moſt acci- 
Ucntal * occurrences 1n the 
\Vorld, are {anGifted unto 
the good of the Elect, and 
are the Inſtruments of God 
for their Salvarion, 


MED. 
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MED. XXL. 


BE: why ſhould our Sa- 
viour in this great work 
chuſe the ſervice of a Cock 
tor the miniſtry of Repen- 
cance ? There 1s ever {ome 
myltery 1n Chriſt's Inſtru- 
ments. If he will give 
tight to a blind man b 

impotent and unlikely 
means, they ſhall be a mix- 
ture 
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rure of ſomething out of 
his own month, with ſome- 
thing out of the Earth, to 
ſhew that the vertue of 
Chriſt's mouth in the ear- 
thy and clayie Veſlzls of 
mortal men, is of force to 
open the eyes of the 1gno- 
rant and impenitent. Chriſt 
in this Crow of the Cock 
hath given Peter as well an 
Example to follow, as an 
Occaſion to repent; as well 
caught him in the execu- 
tion of his Apoſtleſhip, as 
converted him from the e- 
ſtate of a backflider. A 
traee Mimiſter that loves 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt and his Sheep, muſt 
have the Wings of a 
Cock to rouze up firſt 
himſclt from ſecurity ; and 
then being converted , 
poweriully to awaken and 
ſtrengthen others : and the 
Watchfulneſs of a Cock, to 
be ever ready to diſcover 
and torewarn danger ; and 
the Voice of a Cock, to 
cry aloud, and tell Iſrael 
of their fins, and terrifte 
the roaring Lion that 
ſeeks to devour them : 
and laſtly, the Hours of 
a Cock, ' to preach in ſea- 
ſon, and out of {ſca- 
| ſon , 
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ton the glad tydings of 
Salyation, 
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ME D. XXIL 


& 7 HO would think that 

a weak Cock ſhould. 

be able to do more with 
Peter, than Prophets and 
Apoſtles with other men ? 
That the noiſe of a Cock's 
Crow {ſhould be heard fs 
deep as the confines of Hell? 
Surely no man,if theſe weak 
means were not quickned 
and {econded with the look 
of Chriſt, He firſt turns and 
looks back in mercy upon 
Peter, before Peter can re- 
curn 


A "4 
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turn in forrow and repen- 
tance unto him. By him 
live, and move, and have 
their DCIng, as "wal! Chri- 
ſtians as- Creatures, The yve- 
ry Faitht al themſelves would | 
He ſtil] in that depth of fin 
whercinto they have been 
plunged, if that Power which 
wiſdom {uffers tlhieni to 
fall ny thould not 1n grace 
and pity raiſe them- up. 
Peter cannot remember: the 
word of his Maſter , til] 
Chriſt remember 'the miſery 


of his'Diſciple. 
ME D. 
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M E D. XXII. 


E E here the oreatneſs 

of Chriſts Grace ! one 
would think that he ſhould 
have been wholly taken up 
with the diſhonour of his 
preſent condition, with the 
{eaſe of his rather Deſer- 
tion, with the toreſighÞ of 
his approaching {ufierings. 
And yet behold , when. he 
1s wholly poſſeſs of weak- 
neſs, he is yer at leiſure for 
Pl 
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a work of power. The righ-. 
teous Juſtice of his God, 

and the unjuſt cruelty of 
his enemies, were not able 
ro drive 5 from the re- 
membrance or exerciſe of 
his mercy, He that came 
to ſuffer all theſe things 
for man, does in the midi} 
of his ſufferings remember 
man, honouring the lcorns 
and buffers of his Judgment, 
with the Convertion of a faln 
Apoſtle; and the Nails and 
Ignominies of his Crols,with 
the Converſion of a reviling 
Thiet. 


MED 
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ME D. XXIV. 


N D now methinks I. 
{ee in the face of Chriſt, 
a throng and a conflict of 
Aﬀe&ions. One while I 
ſee an angry and upbraiding 
| face againſt Peter's revolt ; 
| another while a pitiful ice: 
| commiſerating his frailty ; 
' then a mercitul face, conver- 
* ting him ; and next a graci- 
ous and favourable face, in- 
: viting him. It it were a face 
*. of Anger, ſee then the na- 
Þ ture of Faith in Peter and all 
CG the 
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the Godly, which through 
the clouds of his diſpleaſure 
can diſcover the comfortable 
liohr and beams of a Savi- 
our, as well as throngh his 
By” ot fleſh and diſhonour, 
diſcern the Power and Ma. 


zeſty of God, like the Wo. f 
man in the Goſpel, whoſe | 
Faith could interpret the} 


very odious name of Dog, 


uttered from the mouth ot}. 


Chriſt, to be a trial of her, 
and not a rejection ; rather 


a hiding than a denying of 


mercy. If it were a face of 


Grace and Invitation, feef- 
the nature of {in, which 1f- 
cob + 


; 
; 
/ 
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' to make a man afraid even. 


of an appealed God; and of 


| Repentance , which when 


the Soul is invited to the ri- 


vers of joy which make olad 
| Gods City, can be at leiſure 


to drink of thoſe bitter tears, 


which make heavy the "Sales 
of ſinners. If it were a pitt- 


ful and commiſerating tace, 


* ſee how it works alike Qua- 


lities in Peter, who then on- 


| ly can begin to lament him- 


{elf, when he is firſt Jamen- 


;ted by his Saviour. Lord! 


never let thy laving face be 


turned back from me, but 
be thou always plcaſed ro 
Cz 2 - Took 
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look upon me, whether in 
tender diſpleaſure, or in a 
pitiful mercy ; that ſo I may 
be driven by ſorrow out of 
my 1clt, and by faith unto 
thee. 
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ME D. XXV. 


Py << a ww 


WW 


HE firſt beginning of: 

Peter's Repentance, 15 
1 Remembrance of the words 
of Chriſt,an applicative and 
teeling recordation of them. 
How powerful 1 is Temptatt- 
on to baniſh out of mans 
_ all conceit of Gods 
| Truth, or his own danger ' 
| He thacis too mindful of his 
iafery, will be too unmind- 
tul of his Faith. A ſanGified 
Memory, whetner In retaln- 
ing of Divine Truth, or in 


fx 0 Prec- 
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preſenting our own {1ns, 1s 
an excellent preparative to 
Repentance ; and like a 
Ieddy wind, doth collec 
and draw together thoſe 
clouds, whence ſhall after 
ive forth thoſe happy 


rears. 
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MED, XXVI. 


UT what was it that 
Peter remembred ? It is 
not faid, Peter now conſ\1- 
der'd how he ſtood naked 
and open to the flames of 
Hell, or how he had cxpos'd 
himſelf co rhe ſcourges of an 
inward Tormentor , to the 
{corchings of a hokum hell, 
his Conſcience , or to the 
teariul judgment and Tres 
venge of him whom he had 
injur'd by denying ; and 
therefore he went oat and 
CG 4 wept- 
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wept : It was fear that made 
him fall, it made him not 
repent: But 1t was only the 
merciiul prediction of Chriſt 
which he remember'd ; what 
ſight eſteem he had made of 
that gracious caution which 
ſhould have arm'd him a- 
oainſt Temptations: and this 
made him vo out and weep. 
The abule of Gods mercy, 
the grieving of Gods Spirit, 

: the undervaluing of Gods 
Truth, more wounds the Soul 
of a repentant ſinner, than 
all the gripes of Conſcience, 
or flames ot Hell. 


TI”. 
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MED. XXVIL. 


UT what makes thee 

(O blefled Convert ) 
thus to ſtart and turn upon 
che Look of thy Lord, and 
the remembrance of chy fi fin, 
as if the repentance tor the 
denial of thy Tongue, had 
made thy Foot again to de- 
ny thy Maſter ? Whither 
ranneſt thou, Peter,jrom fach 
a fountain of Mercy ? Haſt 
thou -. either miſtaken the 
Look of thy Saviour, which 
was to draw and reumte 
thee 
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thee unto him, not to drive 
or baniſh thee from him 7 
or hath thy ſorrow drown'd 
thy Faith, and made thee 
forget thar glorious profeſli. 
on which thou once didſt 
make out of a happy know- 
ledg of experience and be- 
lief that Chriſt had the 
words of Fternal Lite ? and 
whither then gocſt thou ? 
 Haſt thou forgotten that he 
had balm ro cure thy griet, 
and blood to blot our thy 
fin? that he could at'once 
both comfort and reſtore 
thee, and render unto rhee 
thy former joy and grace ? 
Why 
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Why didſt thou not run in- 


to his embraces, and in to- 
ken of thy repentance and 
belict, in thy body lay 
hold upon him, and waſh 
him with thy tears againſt 
his Burial 2 But behold the 
myſtery of Peter's recover'd 
Faith ! ſee how he acknow- 
ledgeth his Saviour when he 
turneth from him; and is re- 
inveſted with the honour of 
a Diſciple, though he ſeem 
ſtill rather to forſake, than 
to tollow his Lord. His Re- 
pentance doth in action 
confirm, what his Faith once 
did in words confeſs, That 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt was the Son of the 
Living God. Behold in the 
departure of Peter,an Article 
of thy Faith, even the Di- 
vinity of thy Saviour. Had 
not Chriſt been as well 
without, where Peter wept, 
4s5-- within the Hall where 
the Jews blaſphemed, Peter 
had again denied, and not 
return "4 unto his J ord: and 
that which 15 now a myſtery, 
would have been a revolt. 
Tt 3s nothing but Faith that 
from without conld Mill 
through the Walls look in- 
ro the Houſe , and there 


through the intirmity of a 
| but- 


the Riſrng of Peter. 93 


buffetted and contemned bo- 
dy, delcry the glory of a 
merciful and reconciled God. 
It 15 nothing but Faith that 
can from Earth look into the 
mgheſt Heaven ; and when 
it is abſent from Chriſt, net 
only groan aiter him, but 
graſp and Jay hold upon 
him. The Ubiquity of Chriſt 
o1ves unto that Believer who 
hath intereſt in him, a kind 
of Ubiquity allo : kad as he 
1s in Earth by his Power, 
though in Heaven by ba 
Preſence : So a Believer, 
though in his Body on che 
Earth, yet 1s in Heayen by 
his 
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his Faith. Ir 1s the nature of 
Fairk to give, as ſubſiſtence 
and being unto things yet to 
come, ſo a kind of preſence 
alſo unto things moſt remote 
and diſtant; and can even 
converſe, and Jay hold on 
Chriſt,though he be in Hea- 


ven. 
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UT whar, Peter / though 

thou canſt find thy Savi- 
our without the Hall, is 
there no comfort to be taken 
in his ſenſible Prelence ? 
doth the potlciſion of Faith 
make vain and iruitle(s the 
fruition of fight ? Is 1t not 
tome joy to ſce him, becauſe 
It is {ſo much Bleilednels to 
believe in him ? Was there 
healch in his Garment, and 
1s there no pleaſure 1n his 
Preſence 2 Was the Womb 
bleiled 
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blefied that held him, and 


is there not {ome bleſſed. 
nels in the eycs thar ce, 
and the hands that embrace 
him? Was it from Temp- 
tation , which had betore 
foiled thee, that thou didſt 
fly as a burnt ChiJd from 


the fire? Was the voice of 


a Virgin able to drive thee 
from the Son of a Virgin; 
or the Challenge of a Ser- 
rant, from the preſence of a 
Led? Was not that Look 
able to confirm thee, which 
was able to convert thee ? 
Or couldſt thou fear to fall 
from the Rock, thy Savi- 


Our, 
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our, becauſe thou hadſt be- 
fore faln from the Sand, thy 
Preſumption ? Or was 1t out 
of a loathing of that place 
of blaſphemy where thy 
Maſter and thy God did 
ſuffer the baſe reproaches 
of wicked men ? could the 
air of that place be infeCti- 
ous, where was {o precious, 
lo innocent, ſo faving a 
breath to {weeten 1t ? Was 
the blaſphemy of a Few 
more peſtilent to pollute, 
than the Grace of thy Jeſus 
to lanctifie the High-Prieſts 
Hall? The prefence of 
Chriſt could make that place 
H a 
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a Heaven to Peter, whnch 
the blaſphemies of a Few 
had made his Hell. It was 
neither the vileneſs of the 
place, nor the queſtion of a 
Servant which could have 
done thee any violence. 
They might tempt, they 
could not wound thee. A 
Mountain ſtands unmov'd 
though the Winds be 1m- 
petuous, when a ſmaller 
breath not only ſhakes but 
breaks down a reed. It thy 
Lord have given thee 
ſtreneth , thy Adverlary 
cannot oiye thee a fall: It 


he beckon on thee to turn, 
thou 


32+ 
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thou art by his finger ſuftj- 
ciently arm'd againſt a Tor- 
ment, a Devil, much more 
Wt -" a Temprarion,a Maid. 
Bur fuch 1s the recovery of 
Faith, as of Health, ic pro- 
ceeds: by degrees, from weak- 
nels unto ſtrength, from fear 
unto confidence , "mk darcs 
not truſt in Chriſt without 
{ome trembling. Peter 1s attu- 
red of his Maſter s love, and 
yet he 18 aſhamed of le Own 
iin. Shame is ever fins com- 
pamon. He durſt not to 
look that Maſter in the tace, 
whom ſo lately he had de- 


med : He could with the 
H 2 Pulz- 
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Publican knock his breaſt, he 


could not look up to Hea- | 
ven.to the face of his Maſter; | 
he could pray unto Chriſt, 
he could not accompany 

| kim. And as the modeſty of 
narure makes a man able to 
deliver. more of his mind in 
abſence than in preſence : ſo 
the ſhame of {in makes Peter 
more confident without, than 
within the Hall. 
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MED. XNIX. 


E find not that Peter 

after this, faw Chriſt 
till his Reſurrection : And 
then none ſo particularly in- 
vited unto his fight, none fo 
torward and haſty to have 
recourſe unto the Garden: 
Was it grief at his Maſter's 
miſery, or at his own [fin 
(with the Jamentation 'of 
both which, he could beſt in 
private glut himtelt )? or was 
it fear of the Majeſty in his 
Maſter's face, or ot weak- 


H 3 nets 


I 02 Meditations on 


neſs in his own breaſt, 
which drave him our of the 
Hail ro weep ? lurely per- 
haps all. He departed from 
the tace of his Lord, from 
the company of his Temp- 
ters., provoked thereunto 
by the ſhame of his Fall, 
by- the experience of his 
frailty : He departed from 
the committmg of more tin, 
from: the 11 ohr of more mi- 
ſery. becauſe he knew nor 
whether he ſhould find more 
mercy, or be able to bear 
more ſorrow. But when 
once Chriſt through the 


power of his Rulrretion 
had 
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had cloth'd himſelf witch 
Glory, and Peter by the 
Angels metlſage was un- 
cloth'd of fear , none more 
haſty to enjoy the benefit 
of his real Prelence. He 
ran, and went down .into 
the Sepulcher, not hoping 
to ſee there a weak and 
captive body, but ( as he 
did) a _conquer'd and de- 
ceived grave 3 only the re- 
Iicks oi weakneſs, and the 
witne{les of INST; W hat 
baſte, thinkegre, made he to 
riſe up unto his Saviour's 
Kingdom, that was fo rea- 
dy Oo go. down into his 
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grave ? when Nature 15 
rais'd up from her ruins and 
decays, when the Conſci- 
ence 1s cleans'd from the 
guilt of ſin, or burden of 
ſorrow, when a Japſed Saint 
hath regain'd his meaſure of 
Grace and Tranquility, he 
1s {ſo much the more ſpee- 
dy in Heavenly purſuits, 
by how much his former fall 
had been a diladvantage to 
his progreſs: and thoſe ſharp 
fins which, being aGted, 
did wound hym, do now, 
being remembred, only ſpur 
him forward in his way. 
The very tins of the Godly, 


COi- 
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contrary to the barrenneſs of 
their own nature ( which 
bringeth torth nothing but 
death), are by the Mercy 
and Wiſdom of God, made 
fruitful and of uſe unto 
them. The Devil in woun- 
ding them, wounds himſelf; 

and though his fiery darts 
may perhaps at firſt find 
entrance ; yet when they 
come to the bottom of a 
taithiul heart, they meet 
there with a Rock of Salva- 
tion, from whence they are 
drive back into the face of 
Im that threw them, When 
the Devil batters any one 
V'ertue 


of 
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Vertue in a Saint, he does in 
the iſſue nothing elſe but 

lack out the ſtones of his 
own building. Though he 
breaks David's bones,though 
he fiftt and winnow Peter's 
Faith ; yer both, when they 
are reſtor'd, will be like a 
broken bone, ſtronger ; and 
like Wheat ſifted, finer ; 
and will alſo by inſiruding 
and confirming of others ; 
draw more men from him, 
than he before had done 
Graces irom them. 
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MED. XXX. 
Eter had expected great 


ſecurity 1m the Denial 
of his Saviour; and behold 
the ifJue and upſhot of all, 
He wept birterly. Now are 
his eyes turned, as it were, 
into a Valley of Megiddo, 
his head into a fonntain of 
water, and his foul is even 
drench'd in whole floods of 
{orrow;. Sin 15 not only de- 
ceitful in depriving us of 
thole hoped Immuniries 
which we teck tor in it, bur 

| fruit- 
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fruittul likewiſe in an ample 
encreale of evil. It not on- 
ly depriveth us of comfort, 
but heapeth unto our miſery. 
Like a great thick cloud, 
which not only interpoſerh 
between the Sun of Righte- 
oulnefs and us, hiding the 
Irghe of his Countenance 
trom us, but withal alfo 
ſhowres flown on onr de- 
ceived Souls whole ftorms 
of wo and ſhame. There 15 
ever a Weeping follows Sin, 
Eirher tach a deiperate wee- 
ping as hath that dreadful 
Concomitant added unto it, 
Gnalhiny of teeth, or fuch a 
Repen- 
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Repentant weeping as 1s {ea- 
led up from the mouth of 
| Chriſt himſelf with a Bleſ- 
| ſing until the day of Re- 
demption. And blefled in- 
deed are the tears of a con- 
verted reyolter; and happy 
is this very miſery of a mour- 
ning offender ; for as watcr 
boiling and running over , 
puts out that fire which firſt 
raisd it up; So the Tears 
of true Repentance ſerve to 
extinguiſh thoſe flames and 
terrors of Conſcience,and to 
blot out thoſe burning {ins 
(the 1tlues of Satans fiery 
Temptations ) which firſt 
cauled 
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cauſed them, by the means 
of Chriſt's Grace,to run over. 
Lord ! vive us in the thirſt 
place chy {uſtaining Grace, 
which may preſerve as from 
the danger of great and ſcan- 
dalous offences : But if thy 
Wiſdom fnd it otherwile 
requiſite, to puniſh our pres 
ſumptions with a temporary 
delertion, and by withdraw- 
ing thy power to let us be 
foiled with the affault of 
carnal Temptations; yet ne- 
ver deny us that Reſtoring 
Grace, which may re-eſtab- 
I1ſh us 1n thy favour. Give 
us, if not the Grace of Stan- 
ding, 
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ding, yet the Grace of 
Weeping ; that though we 
cannot be Innocent, we may 
be Repentant, 


